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Subsection 6.—Miscellaneous Radio Communication Services

In addition to radio communication services provided by the Federal Government,
extensive radio communieation systerns have been established in the provinces, mainly
for police, highway and forestry protection purposes. Municipal government departments
have steadily increased their use of radio to facilitate operations, particularly as a medium
of communication with wehicles—police, fire, engineering, hydre, ete. Such services as
taxi, heavy construction, ready-mix concrete, oil pipeline construction and operation,
veterinarian and rural medical also make extensive use of radio for communication purposes.

Public utilities, power companies, provincial power commissions, oil exploration and
mineral development organizations have expanded considerably their use of radio in both
mobile and point-to-point radio fielda.

The telephone companies provide an extension of land telephone service, by radio, to
suitably equipped vehicles. This service is available in all major cities in Canada and aleng
many of the nation’s arterial highways. Restricted common-earrier mobile radio service
(this service to vehicles does not permit interconnection with the over-all telephone gystem
but only with specific dispatchers) is available in most major cities in Canada as well as
in a number of smaller urban centres. The latter service 1s provided by telephone com-
panies as well as by other organizations. Low-power radio stations may be licensed to
permit short-distance personal and private business radiotelephone. communications;
more than 41,000 licences were in force on Mar. 31, 1966.

Subsection 7.—Radio and Television Broadcasting*

Broadceasting in Canada has developed over a period of some forty-seven years as a
combination of public and private enterprise. Since the opening program from the firat
radio station was beamed into a few Montreal homes in 1918, the role of the radio and
television program in the daily life of the Canadian family has grown to startling promi-
nence, Today, radio service reaches 98 p.c. and television service over 92 p.c. of the
Canadian population,

To have become such an integral foree in the daily life of the nalion, broadcasting
had to learn the needs of the people and how 1o serve them. Two ‘official’ languages form-
ing two distinet cultures had to be served independently but without diminishing the
concept of national unity. Dozens of other smaller groups, distinet in culture and fre-
quently dwelling in the same radio or TV coverage area but in separate communities with
widely divergent program interests, had to be served. Physical problems of distance and
geography had to be overcome. I requires some 360 radio transmitters and 221 TV sta-
tions and satellites to reach a population distributed across a 4,000-mile southern frontier,
through seven time zones and a variety of topographical and climatic regions, and scattered
northwest through thousands of square miles to the shores of the Arctic Ocean. Not only
do these people have local service that is a reflection of life in their own districts, but by
means of 15,000 miles of land-lines for radio networks aad 8,500 miles of microwave circuits
for television nearly every Canadian may, at the same time, listen or watch as an event
of national interest takes place.

Bince 1932, a publicly owned body, now known as the Canadian Broadeasting Corpora-
tion, created to develop a national service, has worked with the private or independent
station-owner to establish this service. A more recent addition (1958) iz the Board of
Broadeast Governors, which consists of three full-time members including the chairman
and vice-chairman and 12 part-time members; the function of the Board is to “regulate
the establishment and operation of networka of broadcaating stations, the activities of
public and private broadcasting stations in Canada and the relationship between them, and
provide for the final determination of all matters and questions in relation thereto”  (See

* Textual information in this Subsection was revised by the Canadian Broadeasting Corparstion, the Board

of Brogdeast Governors and the Canadian Association of Broadoeasters; atatistical dats were prepared he T
portation Division of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, were prepared by the Teans-




